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           Office-Based Compute Resource Study -   


Qualifying Questions - 
Q1) Do you use a workstation for doing computations in performing your job?
____Yes continue 
No Stop Here
Q2) Do your computational needs exceed the capabilities of the workstation by itself?

____Yes continue 
No Stop Here
Q3) When the capabilities of your workstation are exceeded do you or would you like to offload work to a more powerful system such as a cluster or server?

____Yes continue 
No Stop Here
Q4) In which of the following areas would you classify your company/institution?

____A) Life sciences = Bio-sciences, Pharma, Chemical, etc.

____B) Finance = Finance, Economic modeling 

____C) Oil/Gas

____D) DCC (Digital Content Creation)
____  None of the above  ( STOP HERE

Question Set –
1) What is your position/title?      
2) What is your company/institution name?

3) Corporate email address:
4) What is the name of the application that exceeds your workstations capabilities? (multiple application names are acceptable)
a)_________________________________

b)_________________________________

c)_________________________________

d)_________________________________
5)  Our most important application listed in the previous question is:
a) Developed in-house

b) Purchased from a commercial software vendor

c) Freely obtained open source 

6) Today, when your computational needs exceed your workstation’s capability do you:
a) Send the workload to a departmental cluster

b) Send the workload to a departmental server (or multiprocessor machine)

c) Seek to procure or run on a more powerful workstation

d) Do nothing – my resources are limited to my workstation.

7) Describe how you get your workload to the more powerful machine:
a) Submit the workload to a job scheduler that runs it when the resources are available

b) Log on to the more powerful machine over the network, setup and start the job execution myself

c) Someone helps me get the job on a more powerful machine and assists in getting it to run there

8) Are you completely satisfied with the solution you have today for running workload that exceeds your workstation’s capabilities?

a) Yes
b) No
9) Does this application utilize the visualization of data either to setup a computational model or to analyze the results of a completed computational model?
a) Yes

b) No
 10) Would you be interested in a system that extended the capabilities of your workstation but resided in your office?
a) Yes

b) No
Section 2 – Office-based Computing Resource Characteristics
Thinking about the characteristics of a - significantly faster - system that would reside in your office, please describe the following:

11) What is your form factor preference for an office-based compute resource?

a) Reside under my desk (e.g. no larger than a rolling under desk file cabinet)

b) Reside on my desk top

c) Reside somewhere else in my office or lab (e.g. a corner or beside my desk)

12) How would such an office-based system be administrated?

a) By our IT Department

b) By someone else

c) I would manage it

13) What are your expectations/requirements on how this office-based system would arrive?

a) Hardware only with all software to be installed later

b) Hardware with only Operating System (OS) installed

c) Hardware, OS and separate system management software installed

d) Hardware, OS, Management Software and third party applications installed (e.g. a solution-package that integrated an ISV application, such as the one you mentioned that needed capabilities beyond your workstation)

14) How many processors would be required to run your application or at least enhance your productivity before you once again exceeded the capabilities of your workstation?
a) 2-4

b) 5-8

c) 9-12

d) 13-16

e) 17-20

f) 21-24

g) 25 or greater

15) An office-based system of this size would _________.  

a) eliminate the need for larger system

b) postpone the point at which I require a larger system

16) In addition to being a compute office-based resource would you want this system to have a node that operated as your graphical workstation? (e.g. had a graphics card and keyboard and mouse attachment and ran the OS that you run on your workstation)
a) Yes

b) No
17) When procuring an office-based system at what level must you involve a separate purchasing department/organization?
a) $0 - $4,999

b) $5,000 - $10,000

c) $10,001 - $15,000

d) $15,001 - $20,000

e) $20,001 - $25,000

f) Over $25,000

18) Does involving a separate purchasing department/organization make it more trouble than it is worth?

a) Yes

b) No
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